


MCJ 14: Multimedia & Mobile journalism
INTrODUCTION TO COURSE AND INSTRUCTOR
	Semester: SPRING 2021
	Media, Communications & Journalism
California State University, Fresno 

	Course Name: MCJ 14: Multimedia & Mobile Journalism
	Instructor Name: 
Dr. Carey Higgins-Dobney 

	Units: 3 units
	Office Location: Zoom for spring term, SA 140C in regular times 

	Time: Asynchronous Online
	E-Mail: redacted for online

	Location: Canvas
	Telephone: redacted for online 

	Website: https://fresnostate.instructure.com/courses/37596
	Office Hours: Mon/Wed 10:30-1pm. Links provided in Canvas 



Health Screening: Students who come to campus for face-to-face classes will be required to complete a daily health screening which will include temperature checks. If you have experienced COVID-19 symptoms and/or have tested positive within the past 10 days; or if you have had close contact (less than 6 feet for longer than 15 minutes while unmasked) with a suspected or confirmed COVID-19 patient within the past 14 days; you are not allowed to come to campus.  Please complete the campus online reporting form.  A campus official will reply to provide guidance and information.    

Safety Measures: Consistent with the Governor’s order and updated state public-health guidelines, face masks or cloth face coverings are required to be worn in public spaces on-campus and during in-person classes to reduce possible exposure to COVID-19 and prevent the spread of the virus. Physical distancing must be practiced by maintaining 6 feet of distance between individuals. Good hygiene of hand washing for a minimum of 20 seconds or using hand sanitizer is required. Please avoid touching your face with unclean hands. Disposable face masks will be provided to anyone who arrives to campus without one. 

Please see university website for the most updated information: www.fresnostate.edu/coronavirus 

As part of your participation in virtual/online instruction, please remember that the same student conduct rules that are used for in-person classroom instruction also apply for virtual/online classrooms.   Students are prohibited from any unauthorized recording, dissemination, or publication of any academic presentation, including any online classroom instruction, for any commercial purpose.  In addition, students may not record or use virtual/online instruction in any manner that would violate copyright law.  Students are to use all online/virtual instruction exclusively for the educational purpose of the online class in which the instruction is being provided.  Students may not re-record any online recordings or post any online recordings on any other format (e.g. , electronic, video, social media, audio recording, web page, internet, hard paper copy, etc.) for any purpose without the explicit written permission of the faculty member providing the instruction.  Exceptions for disability-related accommodations will be addressed by Student Disability Services working in conjunction with the student and faculty member.

Course description: Integration of print and broadcast techniques to produce multimedia pieces for the web, social, mobile and other electronic media. Multimedia storytelling incorporating writing, digital photography, video, audio, and animation. 3 units. (2 lecture, 2 lab hours)

Course purpose and objectives: The purpose of this course is for the student to learn basic principles and techniques in visual storytelling to create multimedia news stories for a variety of platforms. Students will develop digital research strategies and media literacy skills.  
 
[bookmark: h.s6h86p40hsm2]Required COURSE Materials
[bookmark: h.d8jj0dvqphqx]Required text: AP Stylebook, 55th edition. Approximately $27. For those of you who took MCJ 2, you will recognize this book! I suggest the online edition, but if print is more your thing, that is also fine. You can purchase the book here. I believe this is also required in 102W and/or 124 and in newsrooms everywhere. Consider it an investment. 
Other readings, videos, and other materials will be posted on Canvas. You are required to keep up with Canvas assignments as you would textbook readings.
Your mobile phone camera. This will be your primary visual tool for this class. We will provide tripods, microphones, and (hopefully) lights through MCJ checkout.  
Filmic Pro. $15. Works on most Android and iPhones. During COVID, the university will reimburse you! I will provide those details in Canvas.
Prior to purchase, we will check devices for compatibility with Filmic Pro Evaluator, which is free. If your mobile device is not compatible, I will help you find the best available app for your circumstances. 
Adobe Creative Cloud subscription. $35 for the year. Unfortunately, I don’t believe the computer labs will be open and available spring term. If they are, you are welcome to use them instead. Sign up for the subscription here. Pro tip: When you sign in, you must enter your mail.fresnostate.edu email address on the line. DO NOT SIGN IN WITH G-MAIL or anything else because it will not recognize you. Why? Beats me, but I don’t make those rules!  Consider this an investment, as well, as it is required for many upper-division MCJ classes and is used in many professional media settings.
Email: You are required to check your Fresno State email for class updates, communication, and Canvas assignments. Please do so daily. 
Canvas: Our class will take place on Canvas. You must check Canvas for assignments and readings. You can get to it here: https://fresnostate.instructure.com/courses/37596
 
Computer, web, and software access. You will need to be able to run Microsoft Word or Google Docs, Adobe Rush and/or Premiere Pro, Twitter, Canvas, YouTube, WordPress and/or Wix, and email. If you do not have a computer that can handle Adobe, please let me know as soon as possible so we can get you a loaner. 
Twitter: You will be required to have a professional-sounding Twitter account and use it to promote your work. 
MCJ 14 Facebook group membership. This is a private group for our class postings. What goes on here stays in the group unless you put it elsewhere. 
Ear buds or earphones for listening to audio while editing and monitoring audio while shooting in the field. For field use, please no noise-cancellers. That’s for your safety.
SUGGESTED BUT NOT REQUIRED:
External hard drive (Mac formatted or partitioned), USB 3.0. Minimum specs – 500 GB, 7200 RPM, minimum 8 MB cache. I have a 1TB Seagate I found on Amazon for $55. This has more storage and is cheaper than multiple larger-sized thumb drives, although those are also an option. This will make editing your projects on various computers so much easier, and give you a place to archive both your finished projects and your raw video. This drive will be required for the capstone (MCJ 128), so consider it an investment. 
And/Or
A flash drive for your phone. I just found out these existed! Because you will be shooting a fair amount of video and pictures with the phone, you will want to make sure you have enough memory available. The type you will need will depend on your phone. The ones that fit my Android are about $20 for 128 GB. Make sure the one you pick has the proper connection for your device.
Course Specifics
Course goals: 
The goals of the course are to:
1. To create multimedia news stories by incorporating print, broadcast, web and social media skills.
2. To construct news stories through blog and media posts.
3. To produce and edit news stories using audio, still photos and video.
4. To create news stories with non-linear editing programs.
5. To develop research strategies and media literacy skills.
6. Assess digital storytelling strategies knowing when and how to use traditional print, audio, video, multimedia and other visual and social media.
Student Learning Outcomes: 
After successfully completing this course, you should be able to:
Student Learning Outcome 2.2: Write clearly and concisely in the appropriate media style.
Student Learning Outcome 2.3: Develop written content that is appropriate for specific audiences.
Student Learning Outcome 3.1 Create media content that addresses a communication goal.
Student Learning Outcome 3.2 Prepare professional quality communication materials targeted at a specific audience.
DISCOVERe Course
This is a DISCOVERe course that incorporates the use of mobile technology to promote active learning in and outside of the classroom. You are expected to use your device for course related activities, including mobile video, web posting and editing, and social media. You can also receive a loaner tablet for one or two semesters through the DISCOVERe Hub.
For this course we will be utilizing the following tools and apps. Make sure you can access them from your device and are familiar with them. You can visit the DISCOVERe Hub (first level of Henry Madden Library) for tech support on any of these tools.
Canvas Student App, Google Drive, Google Docs, Adobe Rush, WordPress and/or Wix, Twitter and/or Instagram
It is your responsibility to maintain your device throughout the course to fulfill the course requirements. Please take care of and keep your device safe. 
It is your responsibility to charge your device and make sure it is operational prior to each class. It is best to come to class with a fully charged device to ensure that you are able to complete all in-class activities. Most classes do not have sufficient outlets to charge your device during class time. 
Your instructor is not responsible for providing technical assistance with your device or apps. If you have questions about the performance of your device you should make use of the DISCOVERe Hub located on the first floor of the Henry Madden Library during library hours.
Email:  discoverehub@csufresno.edu
Phone: 559.278.1812

all assignments

There will be 6 stories involving Associated Press style writing, still pictures, video elements, and/or web and social media postings due this term. In addition, there will be various other exercises to introduce you to the techniques you’ll want to use in those stories. Due dates are posted in Canvas and in the syllabus below. All assignments are due at 11:59 p.m. on their designated day.

The specific guidelines and grading rubrics for all pitches, scripts, video assignments, web scripts, discussions, and anything else that will be graded are posted in Canvas.

Students handing in work on time should expect feedback on most story projects within a week of the due date unless otherwise notified. Story pitches and broadcast scripts will usually receive feedback within 48 hours of the due date during the week. 

All written materials require proper spelling, punctuation, and grammar and should comply with the latest Associated Press stylebook. All visual materials require proper shot composition, white balance, iris levels, audio levels (if applicable), and editing techniques. 

My goal for you is forward progress. I do not expect perfection (nobody’s perfect!), but I do expect to see improvement as the term progresses. If you already knew all the things, you wouldn’t need to take this class! 
[bookmark: h.ki45z53sx8d9]
Assignment and Examination Schedule
	Due Date
	Assignment
	Points/Percent

	Week 1
Fri., Jan. 29
	Let’s introduce ourselves! message board
COVID field safety training
Check your logins
Discussion: Where can you find story ideas in your community?
	10 points
10 points
5 points
25 points
Total: 50 points/5%

	Week 2
Fri., Feb. 5
	AP Quiz 1
Pick a beat (or not)
AP writing exercise 1
	10 points
10 points
15 points
Total: 35 points/3.5%

	Week 3
Fri., Feb. 12
	AP Quiz 2
AP writing exercise 2
Pitch: Story 1
Zoom interview exercise
	10 points
15 points
25 points
15 points
Total: 65 points/6.5%

	Week 4
Fri, Feb. 19
	Story 1 due
Pitch: Story 2
	35 points
25 points
Total: 60 points/6%

	Week 5
Fri., Feb. 26
	Pitch: Story 3 – photo essay
Story 2 due
	25 points
35 points
Total: 60 points/6%

	Week 6
Fri., March 5
	Story 3 – photo essay due
	75 points
Total: 75 points/7.5%

	Week 7
Fri., March 12

	Filmic Pro shooting & editing exercise
Pitch: Story 4 – digital video
	25 points
25 points
Total: 50 points/5%

	Week 8
Fri., March 19
	Questions for Sara Roth, digital director 
Revisions & WordPress posting for stories 1 and 2

	25 points
50 points
Total: 75 points/7.5%

	Week 9
Mon., March 22
Fri., March 26

	
Script for story 4
Story 4 – digital video due
Social media posts for Now This
	
25 points
75 points
25 points
Total: 125 points/10%

	Week 10
All week!
	SPRING BREAK
	10 points
Total: 10 points/1%

	Week 11
Fri., April 9
	Pitch: Story 5
	25 points
Total: 25 points/2.5%

	Week 12
Fri., April 16
	Pitch: Final multimedia story
	25 points

	Week 13
Mon., April 19
Fri., April 23
	
Script for story 5
Story 5 due
	
25 points
75 points
Total: 100 points/10%

	Week 14
All week!
	WORK ON FINAL PROJECTS
	--

	Week 15
Mon., May 3
Fri., May 7
	
Script for final story
Revision & WordPress posting for story 5

	
25 points
50 points
Total: 75 points/5%

	Finals
	Final multimedia story due
Happy dance
	160 points
10 points
Total: 170 points/17%


[bookmark: h.h1zmuuyv1zjw][bookmark: h.ihkjnsdy3jp2]
Points Summary

Activities (25 points):
· COVID field safety: 10 points
· Logging In: 5 points
· Pick a beat (or not): 10 points
Discussions (60 points):
· Let's introduce ourselves: 10 points
· Where can you find story ideas?: 25 points
· Questions for Sara: 25 points
Exercises (70 points):
· AP writing exercise 1: 15 points
· AP writing exercise 2: 15 points
· Zoom Interview: 15 points
· Filmic Pro shooting & editing exercise: 25 points
Quizzes (20 points):
· AP quiz 1 (10 points)
· AP quiz 2 (10 points)
Pitches (150 points)
· 6 story pitches: 25 points each
Stories (530 points)
· Story 1: 35 points
· Story 2: 35 points
· Story 3 - Photo essay: 75 points
· Story 4 script: 25 points
· Story 4 - Digital video: 75 points
· Story 5 script: 25 points
· Story 5: 75 points
· Final multimedia story script: 25 points
· Final multimedia story (all inclusive): 160 points
Web and social (125 points)
· Stories 1 & 2: 50 points
· Story 4: 25 points
· Story 5: 50 points
Fun stuff (20 points)
· Spring break: 10 points
· Happy dance: 10 points
Total = 1000 points

Grading Scale
900 – 1000 Points = A 
This is Excellent work. Performance of the student has demonstrated the highest level of competence, showing sustained superiority in meeting all stated course objectives and responsibilities and exhibiting a very high degree of intellectual initiative. Forward progress of student’s abilities has been demonstrated throughout the course.
800 – 899 Points = B 
This is Very Good work. Performance of the student has demonstrated a high level of competence, showing sustained superiority in meeting all stated course objectives and responsibilities and exhibiting a high degree of intellectual initiative. Forward progress in student abilities has been demonstrated throughout much of the course.
700 - 799  Points =  C 
This is Satisfactory work. Performance of the student has demonstrated a satisfactory level of competence, showing an adequate level of understanding of course objectives, responsibilities, and comprehension of course intent. Forward progress of student abilities may be inconsistent throughout the course. 
600 – 699 Points = D 
This is Unsatisfactory work. Performance of the student has been unsatisfactory, showing inadequacy in meeting basic course objectives, responsibilities, and comprehension of course content. There is a lack in forward progress in student abilities in the course. 
599 Points or fewer = F 
This is Failing work. Performance of the student fails to meet course objectives. Work at this level does not meet requirements for credit toward a degree. 

[bookmark: h.iqtn9ir9c9nn][bookmark: h.ujyjte37xoi][bookmark: h.pmksoftttq5t]Course Policies & Safety Issues
This is an asynchronous online class. This means we are not meeting together as a class at any designated time or at any particular location. You are expected to finish all readings, watch all videos, and complete assignments by their due dates.
late work
Unexcused late work loses 10% in grade per day. Please contact me as soon as possible if something arises that will prevent you from turning work in on time. Life happens (especially in COVID times) and I try to be reasonable. 
Unplanned absences 
Late work may only be made up for documented excused absences. Unplanned student absences should be authorized when you have a short-term serious and compelling medical condition or when a death or serious illness in the immediate family (i.e., parent, spouse, sibling or child) prevents you from attending class. You are responsible for contacting the instructor as soon as possible after the missed class period and for providing documentation of the reason for the absence upon returning to class. Absences will be excused in accordance with APM 232. If your absence is authorized and make-up work is allowed, missed papers, tests, projects, and/or homework assignments should be made up within a week following the excused absence. 
Students participating in a mandatory university activity during a class meeting must provide written notification from the coach, instructor or advisor explaining their absence. Special circumstances such as a funeral, jury duty, military service or medical procedure may make a student eligible to be excused by the professor.
If there are questions or concerns that you have about this course that you and I are not able to resolve, please feel free to contact the Chair of the department to discuss the matter: Professor Betsy Hays, Media, Communications & Journalism Department, bhays@csufresno.edu, 559-278-2087.
[bookmark: h.thsm76d09jrz]University Policies 
Students with Disabilities:  Upon identifying themselves to the instructor and the university, students with disabilities will receive reasonable accommodation for learning and evaluation. For more information, contact Services to Students with Disabilities in the Henry Madden Library, Room 1202 (278-2811).
The following University polices can be found at:
· Adding and Dropping Classes
· Cheating and Plagiarism
· Computers
· Copyright Policy
· Disruptive Classroom Behavior
· Honor Code
· Students with Disabilities
· Title IX

UNIVERSITY SERVICES
The following University services can be found at:
· Associated Students, Inc. 
· Dream Success Center
· Learning Center Information
· Student Health and Counseling Center
· [bookmark: h.gjdgxs][bookmark: h.av0bovs40spj]Writing Center
Tentative Course Schedule
Spring 2021 – Digital Campus

	
	Date
	Topic
	Reading Assignment

	1
	Week 1:
Mon., Jan. 25

	Introductions and getting set for sucess

	
READ & WATCH: 
Newsworthiness
Reporting ethically 
DO by Fri., Jan. 29 at 11:59 p.m.: 
Let’s introduce ourselves!
COVID field safety training
Check your log-ins
Discussion: Where can you find story ideas in your community?

	3
	Week 2:
Mon., Feb. 1
	Intro to Associated Press style writing

	
READ: 
The anatomy of a web story
Basics of news writing
Basics of AP style writing
AP style levity
DO by Fri., Feb. 5 at 11:59 p.m.:
AP quiz 1
Pick a beat (or not)
AP writing exercise 1

	5
	Week 3:
Mon., Feb. 8
	Journalism building blocks

	 
READ:
The art of the interview
Writing headlines
DO by Fri., Feb. 12 at 11:59 p.m.:
AP quiz 2
AP writing exercise 2
Pitch: Story 1
Zoom interview exercise

	7
	Week 4:
Wed., Feb. 17
	
Monday, Feb 15: HOLIDAY – No class

Intro to still visuals (known as “pictures” to most people!)

	
READ & WATCH:
Different ways of using pictures
Photo tips & techniques
DO by Fri., Feb. 19 at 11:59 p.m.:
Story 1 due
Pitch: Story 2

	8
	Week 5:
Mon., Feb. 22
	Dressing up those pictures
	
READ:
Captioning photos
Photo essays
DO by Fri., Feb. 26 at 11:59 p.m.:
Pitch: Story 3 – Photo essay
Story 2 due

	10
	Week 6:
Mon., Mar. 1
	Intro to video
	
READ & WATCH: 
Video basics
Why we white balance
How to Filmic Pro
How to Adobe Rush
DO by Fri., March 5 at 11:59 p.m.:
Photo essay and Tweet thread due

	12
	Week 7:
Mon., Mar. 8
	Digital video
	
READ & WATCH: 
Popular digital video formats
How to “Now This”
Now This style script examples
Mixing mobile video in with “regular” video
Fun stuff: Smart phone use to the extreme
DO by Fri., March 12 at 11:59 p.m.:
Filmic Pro shooting and editing exercise
Pitch: Story 4 – Digital video

	14
	Week 8:
Mon., Mar. 15
	Social media
	
READ:
Professional social media use
How to WordPress for fresnostatefocus.com
DO by Fri., March 19 at 11:59 p.m.:
Story revisions and WordPress postings for stories 1 and 2 due
Questions for Sara Roth, digital director at KREM-TV in Spokane, Wash.


	16
	Week 9:
Mon., Mar. 22
	Work week
	
DO by Mon., March 22 at 11:59 p.m.:
Script for story 4
DO by Fri., Feb. 5 at 11:59 p.m.:
Story 4 digital video pkg due
Social media posts for Now This

	
	Week 10:
Mon., Mar. 29
	
Spring Break – wahoo! 

No class all week

	

	18
	Week 11:
Mon., Apr. 5
	Intro to multimedia
	
READ & WATCH: 
What does multimedia encompass
Longform digital pieces
Sara’s answers to the Q&A
DO by Fri., April 9 at 11:59 p.m.:
Pitch: Story 5

	20
	Week 12:
Mon., Apr. 12
	Digital manipulation
	
READ, WATCH & LISTEN: 
The impacts of digital manipulation
DO by Fri., April 16 at 11:59 p.m.:
Pitch: Final multimedia story

	22
	Week 13:
Mon., Apr. 19
	Work week
	
DO by Mon., April 19 at 11:59 p.m.:
Story 5 script due 
DO by Fri., April 23at 11:59 p.m.:
Story 5 due

	24
	Week 14:
Mon., Apr. 26
	
Work week

Potential guest speaker video

	
WATCH:
Guest speaker video (if available)
DO:
Work on your final projects 


	26
	Week 15:
Mon., May 3
	Wrapping it up!
	
DO by Mon., May 3 at 11:59 p.m.:
Script for video portion of final story due
DO by Fri., May 7 at 11:59 p.m.:
Revision and WordPress posting for story 5

	Finals week
	Days
	Dates

	Final Exam Preparation & Faculty Consultation Days: 
	Thursday and Friday 
	May 6 – 7 

	Final Semester Examinations 
	Monday – Thursday 
	May 10 – 13

	Final Exam in this course 
Due by Mon., May 10 at 11:59 p.m.
· Link to your website in Canvas.
· And exhale. Happy dances are welcome, but not required!  
Thank you for a fabulous term! Have a great summer!
	Monday
	May 10, 2021



Subject to Change Statement
This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.
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